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SPEEC  H 

OF 

.IR^HUR  O'CONNOR,  ES^ 


Mr.  SPEARERj 

I SHOULD  not  have  trerpafled  on  your  tlfflCj  at  this 
late  hour,  was  it  not  that,  as  often  as  this  important  fub- 
je(5t  has  been  agitated,  fmce  I have  had  a feat  in  this 
Houfe,  I have  given  filent  votes  for  the  moft  unqualified 
emancipation  of  my  Catholic  countrymen;  from  con- 
viftion  of  the  juftnefs  of  their  claims  to  freedom,  and  of 
the  inexpediency  and  folly  of  continuing  to  facrifice  the 
civil  and  political  rights  of  the  people,  for  the  purpofe  of 
aggrandizing  a few  families,  under  the  malk  of  pro- 
moting religion.  But,  Sir,  tb.e  times  call  for  foinething 
more  than  filent  votes.  Thr . fituation  in  which  we  are 
fo  unaccountably  placed,  is  -'fo  critical,  and  the  bill  under  - 
your  conlideration  invoiv  es  fuch  confequences  in  its 
train,  that  every  man,  w'  ho  is  not  wholly  indifferent  to 
the  welfare  of  his  countr  mufl;  feel  himfelf  called  on,  to 
lay  afide  every  leffer  r confideration,  and  to  deliver  his 
opinion  with  that  free  jorn,  and  that  boldnefs,  by  which 

only  the  country  cao  be  faved. 
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What  do  the  whole  of  the  arguments  which  have 
been  advanced  on  this  night,  againft  the  emancipation 
of  our  Catholic  countrymen,  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  amount  to  ? To  a mere 
unfupported  alTertion,  that  it  would  deftroy  our  Con- 
ilitutionin  Church  and  State.  This  is  not  the  only  in 
ftance  in  this  country,  in  which  the  m oft  egregious  job 
has  been  concealed  under  a Ipecious  phrafeology.  One 
would  imagine,  from  the  language  held  by  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  ('Mr.  Pelham,)  that  the  people  of  this 
country  were  in  the  adtual  enjoyment  of  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution  in  all  its  purity,  and  that  it  had  been  in  this 
country,  that  the  experiment  of  that  conftitution  had 
been  made,  by  which  it  had  become  the  admiration  of 
the  world.  Is  it  that  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  correfponds  fo  well  with  the  great  natural  ad- 
vantages of  their  country,  that  we  are  to  infer,  that 
their  civil  and  political  conftitution  was  of  that  imma- 
culate nature  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  (Pel- 
ham,) has  reprefented  it  ? Is  it  becaufe  we  v/ere  the 
moft  wTetched,  and  moft  miferable  nation  in  Europe,  as 
iong  as  this  fyftem  of  monopoly  and  exclufion,  for 
which  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe 
contend,  under  the  title  of  Conftitution  in  State  and 
Church,  was  in  its  moft  entire  ftate  ; and  that  we  have 
emerged  from  that  wretchednefs  and  mifery  in  an  exadl 
proportion  as  we  have  deftroyed  this  fyftem  of  mono- 
poly, by  extending  the  bleftings  of  freedom  to  our  Ca- 
tholic countrymen,  that  wt  fhould  now  defift  from  our 
labours  ? Is  it  becaufe  we  have  heard  thofe  gentlemen 
at  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe,  year  after  year,  ever 
fince  this  queftion  has  been  agitated,  predict  the  ruin  of 

the 
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the  country,  from  extending  the  confUtution  to  ouf 
Catholic  countrymen,  and  that  we  have  feen  the  country 
thrive  in  an  exadt  proportion  as  it  has  been  extended, 
that  we  Ihculd  now  ftop  fhort  on  their  authority,  and 
confecrate  the  remainder  of  the  fyftem  of  monoply  and 
exclufion  ? Before  we  rifle  every  thing  in  defence  of  a. 
fyftem  upon  authority,  which  has  hitherto  proved  fo 
utterly  fallacious,  let  us  inquire  into  its  merits. 

I will  fuppofe  the  worft  of  fyftems ; and  I will  leave  it  to 
the  advocates  of  this  fyftem,  to  ftiow  in  what  it  differs  from 
this  fyftem  of  theirs,  which  they  have  confecrated  under 
the  myftical  words  of  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State. 

I will  fuppofe  the  whole  reprefentation  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  converted  into  a fubjedi:  of  traffic,  and  a mono- 
poly of  the  trade  given  to  a few  families,  with  an  excep- 
tion of  that  fmall  portion  of  freedom,  which  falls  to  the 
fhare  of  the  counties  : I will  fuppofe,  even  this  pittance 
aftaiied  by  thefe  monopolifts,  by  their  profufe  diftribu- 
tions  of  jobs  and  of  patronage,  and  by  their  appointing 
the  men  of  the  beft  interefts  in  their  feveral  counties,  to 
feats  for  their  boroughs,  whom  they  could  find  mean 
enough  to  accept  them,  on  the  condition  of  fervitude 
and  wages  in  fo  vile  an  occupation ; I will  fuppofe 
thefe  wholefale  dealers  in  our  rights  and  liberties,  com- 
ing from  their  rotten  boroughs,  and  from  the  counties 
they  had  debauched,  with  their  attendant  fupporters  of 
Conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  to  difeharge  their 
cargo  at  the  feat  of  govenment,  at  the  counting  houfc 
of  an  Englilh  fadlor ; bartering  an  unqualified  facrifice 
of  rifh  trade,  of  Irifh  induftry,  of  I rifh  rights,  and  of 
I rifh  character,  at  the  feet  of  Englilh  domination,  and 
ofEngliih  avarice.  For  what?  What  fhall  I fuppofe 
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the  price  of  this  infernal  car^o,  like  Pandora’s  box,  a 
colle^lion  of  every  ill  that  can  afflict  mankind  ? The 
whole  notion  of  Ireland  would  blufh  to  hear  it!  They 
would  blufli  at  their  own  degradation ! Nothing  lels 
than  the  moft  unqualified  facrifice  of  every  thing  in  this 
unfortunate  country,  that  could  exalt  thefe  farmers- 
general  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  of  every  thing 
that  could  debafe  an  injured,  infulted,  and  impoverifhed 
people.  Here  is  a fyftem  by  which  our  national  cha- 
ra6ler  would  be  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  furrounding  na- 
tions, Here  is  a fyftem  by  which  the  people  of  this 
country  would  be  doubly  impoveriflied,  to  pay  for  that 
treafon  which  was  to  revile  and  vilify  them  in  the  legif- 
lature  of  their  own  country,  and  to  pay  for  that  treafon 
which  was  to  facrifice  their  deareft  intereft  to  the  ag- 
grandizement of  another  nation  ; I CALL  UPON 
THE  GENTLEMENOF  THEOPPOSITESIDE 
OF  THE  HOUSE,  TO  SHEW  IN  WHAT  THIS 
EXECRABLE  SYSTEM  DIFFERS  FROM  THE 
CONSTITUTION  IN  CHURH  AND  STATE, 
FOR  WHICH  THEY  CONTEND  ? And  yet  you 
have  been  told,  that,  on  the  continuance  of  this  fyftem, 
your  lives,  your  liberties,  your  property,  and  your  re- 
ligion depend ; — on  the  continuance  of  this  fyftem,  you 
have  been  told  your  conftitution  depends.  Nay,  to  fill 
up  the  meafure  of  their  effrontery,  there  are  men  who 
will  unblufhingly  tell  you,  that  this  fyftem,  fo  profita- 
ble to  them,  and  fo  ruinous  to  the  country,  jhall  he 
your  conftitutiou  itjelj ! 

Fortunately,  it  is  no  longer  a fubjeefts  of  contention  be- 
tween the  Proteftants  and  the  Catholics;  for  every  man  in 
this  country,  except  monopolift,  and  thofe  in  pay  of  mo- 
nopolifts, whether  Proteftants,  Prelby  terians,  or  Catholics, 

have 
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have  declared  themfelves  equally  interefted  in  the  de- 
ftru6lion  of  this  odious  fyftem.  Fortunately  the  Proteft- 
ants  and  Prefbyterians  of  Ireland  have,  at  length,  difeo- 
vered  the  folly  of  facrificing  their  own  rights  and  the  prof- 
perity  of  their  country,  in  a criminal  attempt  to  exclude 
three-fourths  of  their  countrymen  from  the  blelTings  of 
freedom,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  perpetuate  a 
fyflem,  in  which  a few  families  are  unnaturally  exalted, 
at  the  expenfe  of  millions  of  their  countrymen,  as  un- 
naturally debafed.  But  it  is  no  longer  a fecret  that  the 
men  who  oppofe  the  abolition  of  religious  diftindions 
In  our  civil  and  political  concerns,  when  the  general 
voice  of  the  nation  has  concurred  it  fo  wife,  fo  juft, 
and  fo  politic  a meafure,  are  the  men  who  ufurp  the  whole 
political  power  of  the  country^  the  men  who  have  converted 
the  whole  reprejentation  of  Ireland  into  family  patrimony ; 
to  the  poverty i to  the  opprejfion^  and  to  the  difgrace  of  the 
nation^  and  to  the  monjirons  aggrandizement  of  themfelvesy 
their  relatives y and  their  fervile  adherents  i THESE 
ARE  THE  MEN  WHO  OPPOSE  CATHOLIC 
EMANCIPATION,  and  why  ? becaufe  Catholic  eman- 

Here  lies  the  incapacity  of  the  Catholics  to  participate  in  the 
freedom  of  their  country ; here  lies  the  excellence  of  the 
prefent  conftitution  in  church  and fiate^  In  thi:  is  comprifed 
the  whole  guilt  of  our  Catholic  countrymeUy  and  in  the  eyes 
of  men  of  this  deferiptiony  the  fame  incapacity  would  at- 
tach  itjelfto  angels  from  heaveuy  if  the  abolition  of  their  ac- 
curfed  monopoly  was  to  make  any  part  of  the  con/equence^ 
Let  thofc  men  who  flatter  themfelves  that  they  can 
continue  the  old  fyftem  of  monopoly  and  exclufion,  by 
which  the  few  have  been  raifed  on  the  necks  of  the 
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many,  rifk  what  they  pleafe  in  its  defence  j but  let  me 
conjure  you,  who  are  without  the  pale  of  their  political 
communion,  to  conhder  the  important  change  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  public  mind,  to  confider  the  lan- 
guage which  has  been  fpoken  by  ail  defcriptions  of  men, 
from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other.  Let  me 
conjure  you  to  confider,  that  you  are  no  longer  legif- 
iating  for  the  barbarous  ignorant  ages  which  are  gone 
by,  but  that  you  muft  now  legiflate  for  the  more  en- 
lightened and  more  intelligent  age  in  which  you  live, 
and  for  the  ftill  more  enlightened  ages  which  are  to 
come.  It  is  on  thefe  fafe  and  liberal  grounds  I invite 
you  to  weigh  the  arguments  which  have  been  advanced 
on  this  night  againft  the  emancipation  of  your  Catholic 
countrymen.  — An  Hon.  Gentleman  (Ogle)  fays,  if 
you  emancipate  them,  they  will  get  the  upper  hand, 
and  they  will  ered  a Popifh  government  j and  a noble 
Lord  (Kinglborough)  fays,  that  Catholic  emancipation 
is  incompatible  with  proteftant  freedom,  which  a/fer- 
dons  are  founded  on  the  fuppofition,  that  the  Catholics 
pay  fuch  implicit  obedience  to  their  clergy  in  re- 
ligious matters,  that  they  will  deftroy  our  liberties  by 
paying  a like  implicit  obedience  to  the  civil  magif- 
trate  in  political  concerns.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the 
condud  of  the  Catholics  at  this  day  to  warrant  thefe 
charges?  It  is  not  harrowing  up  charges  from  the 
barbarous  ages  that  are  gone  by?  Afk  the  Catholic 
clergy,  and  they  will  tell  you  that  their  power  is  de- 
ciined.  Afk  the  Proteftant  gentry  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other,  and  they  will  tell  you  that  the 
fuperftitious  power  of  the  Catholic  clergy  is  at  an  end. 
But  have  you  not  heard  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man 
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man  (Pelham)  on  this  night  lament  the  decline  of  thk 
power?  Have  you  not  heard  him  in  the  vilefl  proftitu- 
tion  of  terms,  lament  its  decline,  as  the  decline  of  a 
wholefome  controul  ? But  whilft  it  is  with  joy  I ex- 
prefs  my  fatisfaction,'  that  all  faperfiiticus  controul 
over  the  minds  of  my  Catholic  countrymen  is  at  an  end, 
as  that  circumfiance,  which  puts  the  juftice  of  their 
claims  to  freedom  beyond  all  doubt,  I cannot,  nor  will 
not,  fupprefs  my  deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman’s  (Pelham’s)  dodlrine,  which 
would  make  a fuperllitious,  a wholefome  controul ; at 
this  dodrine  of  pafTive  obedience,  which  would  revive 
the  reign  of  ignorance  and  fuperfeitioni  at  this  dodrine, 
ofdefpots,  who  having  feme  infernal  fyflem  of  pppreflion 
to  fupport,  and  flirinking  from  the  light  of  reafon^ 
would  re -plunge  us  into  that  darknefs  and  obfeurity 
we  have  efcaped. 

Backed,  then,  by  the  authority  of  the  Catholic 
clergy,  backed  by  the  authority  of  the  Protefl- 
ant  gentry,  and  backed  by  the  Hill  more  general 
authority  of  the  general  obfervations  of  every  man 
within  and  without  thefe  walls,  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other;'  I will  afllime  it  as  a fad,  that 
the  fuperftitious  controul  of  the  Catholic  clergy  over 
the  Catholic  mind  is  at  an  end.  What  becomes  of 
the  charge  of  a Popilli  government?  What  becomes 
of  the  infeciirity  of  the  Protellants,  from  the  Ca- 
tholics facrificing  your  liberties,  by  paying  a like  im- 
plicit obedience  to  the  civil  magiferate?  Is  there-  any 
thing  like  this  in  the  condud  of  the  Catholics  ? Has 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Noble  Lord  who  have 
made  thefe  charges,  found  the  Catholics  fo  criminally 
indifferent  to  the  bleffings  of  civil  and  political  liberty? 
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F^ave  tho^e  gentlcintn  who  have  left  no  Jeer  el  means  un- 
tried to  defeat  Catholic  freedom,  found  them  fo  criml- 
naily  tame  nnd  fubmlflive  under  the  prelTurc  of  civil 
and  poEtical  exclulion  ? Is  it  a fadl,  that  the  Catholic 
iaitv  h;tve  been  fo  hack,  and  fo  backward  in  the  pnr- 
fuit  after  civil  and  political  liberty,  as  to  require  the 
incitement  of  their  clergy?  Or  is  it  the  chara6leriftic  of 
the  clergy  of  any  religion  to  be  very  ardent  in  the  pur- 
fok  after  civil  and  political  liberty  ? I put  it  to  die  gen- 
tlemen at  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe,  does  the  cur- 
rent of  public  opinion  at  this  time  in  any  nation  of  Eu- 
rope, run  in  favour  of  defpotifm,  or  of  Popery,  or 
of  Popifli  government  ? But  thefe  gentlemen  do  not 
perceive  the  contradictory  nature  of  the  arguments  they 
have  this  night  advanced  againft  Catholic  freedom. 
At  one  time  they  reprefent  them  as  men  fo  prleft- 
riddeo,  as  to  endanger  the  conflitution,  by  ereding  a 
Popifo,  flavifh  governments  in  the  fame  breath  they 
reprefont  them  as  overthrowing  the  conflitution,  by 
their  democratical  and  republican  principles,  ferving  up 
at  the  fame  inftant,  the  molt  heterogneous  compofi- 
tions  that  were  ever  offered  to  the  human  mind.  But  I 
refer  thofe  gentlemen  to  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  where 
they  will  find  that  the  men  who  have  been  really  and 
dangeroufly  prleft-ridden,  have  invariably  borne  the 
yoke  of  defpotifm  with  patience  and  refignation  s but 
whenever  they  have  affumed  fufficient  courage  to  affert 
their  civil  and  political  rights,  it  was  not  until  after  they 
had  thrown  off  the  tyranny  of  the  prieflhood.  Reafoning 
from  this  indifputabie  fad,  inflead  of  agreeing  with  the 
gentlemen  oppofite,  that  the  firm  tone  in  which  the  Ca- 
tholics have  demanded  their  freedom  fhould  be  a ground 
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for  refulal,  I fhall  aflc  no  better  proof  that  they  are-  en« 
titled  to  liberty,  than  thefr  having  had  the  fpirit  to 
claim  it. 

But  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  hde  of  the  Houfe,. 
knowing  the  weaknefs  of  thefe  contradidory  arguments,, 
have  had  recourfe  to  prophecy..  Tliey  have  entrenched 
themfelves  in  the  fafrnels  of  futurity,  and  in  the  fpint 
of  divination  they  have  accufed  us,  who  are  advocates, 
for  Catholic  freedom,  with  the  min  of  poderity..  To 
this  prophetic  accufation  I anfwer,  as  far  as  prophetic 
accufation  admits  of  an  anfwer,  that  the  dark  ages  of 
ignorance  and  fuperffition  have  ever  proved  congenial 
to  the  tyranny  of  priefts  and  defpots  ,*  but  that  the  inde- 
pendence which  has  arifen  from  the  intercourfe  of  nation 
with  nation,  from  the  invention  of  the  mariner’s  com- 
pafs,  and  the  knowledge  which  has  flowed  from  the  in- 
vention of  the  prefs,  have  proved  fatal  to  its  continu- 
ance. Look  round  the  world,  and  you  will  find  in 
thofe  countries  where  foreign  commerce  is  difeouraged^ 
and  where  the  invention  of  the  prefs  is  unknown,  that 
defpctifm  uniformly  prevails  over  liberty : look  to 
China  and  the  Ead  Indies  ; look  to  Perfia,  to  die  Otto- 
man and  African  empires,  thofe  immenfe  portions  of 
the  globe,  v/here  foreign  commerce  is  difeouraged,  and 
where  the  invention  of  the  prefs  is  either  difufed  or  un- 
known, and  you  will  firrd  the  civil  and  political  rights 
of  the  people  immerfed  in  ignorance,  fuperdition,  and 
abjecd  fervility  ; the  fport  of  the  moil  rapacious  defpo- 
tifm.  ‘ In  thefe  countries  the  ears  of  the  governing 
power  are  rxtver  grated  with  the  harfli  founds  of  the 

B,  2 rights 


( ■ 12  ) 


rights  of  man  : no  ; ail  is  dcfpotifm  on  the  part  of  the* 
governors^  all  is  paffive  obedience  on  the  part  of  the 
people.  Turn  your  eyes  from  thefe  wretched  coun- 
tries to  the  feveral  nations  of  Europe, 'and  you  will  find 
how  uniformly  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty 
have  taken  place  of  civil,  political,  and  religious  Ha- 
very,  in  proportion  as  foreign  commerce  has  been  en- 
couraged, and  as  the  prefs  has  been  protedted.  See  how 
uniformly  thefe  caufes  and  elfedls  correfpond  j and  if 
any  one  of  you  doubt  that  thefe  great  caufes  are  at  this 
moment  operating  thofe  falutary  effecls,  I refer  him  to 
the  defpots  of  Europe,  and  this  war  in  which  they  have 
immolated  fo  many  human  facrifices,  and  in  which  they 
have  deluged  ail  Europe  with  fuch  torrents  of  blood, 
and  their  prefent  fears  for  their  darling  defpotifm,  (hall 
be  their  anfwer.  But  it  is  feme  confolation  to  me  to 
refiedt,  that  the  avarice  of  thefe  defpots,  which  has 
tempted  them  to  encourage  foreign  commerce  in  their 
dominions,  and  the  vanity  or  nccelTity  which  has  led 
them,  or  obliged  them  to  give  fome  protedfion  to  edu- 
cation and  the  prefs,  is  at  this  moment  fowi^ng  the  feeds 
of  that  independence  and  knowledge  which  w^iil  one  day 
crufh  that  defpotifm  even  which  they  and  their  blood- 
hounds have  difgraced. 

ImprefTed  with  thefe  great  and  important  truths,  is  it 
when  our  country  is  becoming  commercial,  under  all  its 
artificial  difadvantages — is  it  when  we  have  thrown  off 
fome  of  the  flrackles  of  our  trade,  and  when,  by  paffing 
this  bill,  by  creating  a people,  we  fliail  be  enabled  to 
re  (lore  it  to  perfedl  freedom,  that  we  are  to  rejedl  this 
bill,  through  fear  of  deftroying  poilerity  ? Is  it  when 

know- 
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knowledge  is  progreffive  among  us,  when  the  youth* 
of  the  nation  are  giving  fuch  brilliant  examples,  that 
liberality  of  thought  is  the  offspring  of  education  ? Is 
it  when  our  Catholic  countrymen  are  difplaying  fuch 
eminent  talents  in  the  purfuit  after  civil  and  political 
libertyl* ; talents  which  I am  ferry  to  fay  we  have  had 
many  examples  this  night  to  prove  how  much  more 
eafy  it  is  to  vilify,  than  to  rival,  or  imitate.  Is  it  un- 
der thefe  circumftances  we  are  to  entertain  fears  for 
pofterity  ? Is  it  when  our  countrymen  have  refumed 
their  reafcn  in  fuch  an  erninent  degree,  that  we  Ihould 
fufpedl  them  of  relapfmg  into  ignorance  and  fuperili- 
tion  ? Is  it  when  our  Catholic  countrymen  are  claim- 
ing their  civil  and  political  rights,  with  the  addrefs, 
and  firmnefs  of  men  of  enlightened  minds,  that  wc 
fhould  fufpedl  therti  of  relapfing  into  flavery  and  a Po- 
pifh  government,  bafely  fjrrendering  the  nobleft  privi- 
leges of  man  ? Never  ihall  fuch  tinfel  reafonings  make 
me  fee  the  future  ruin  of  my  country  in  the  adtual  free- 
dom'of  my  countrymen  5 never  fliall  fuch  weak  argu- 
ment diffuade  me  from  an  ad  of  immutable  juftice, 
where  the  rights  and  liberties  of  millions  of  my  coun- 
trymen were  at  ftake  upon  the  iiTue  : no  ; on  this  head 
the  profped  is  a bright  one,  and  accurfed  be  that  man, 


* An  allufion  to  the  fiudents  who  preferred  going  to  Francis 
Street  Chapel,  where  the  Catholic  delegates  were  giving  an  ac- 
count of  their  reception  at  St.  James’s,  than  attending  Lord 
Camden  with  an  addrefs. 

t The  able  fpecches  made  at  Francis  Street  Chapel,  by 
MelTrs.  Keough,  M‘Nevin,  Ryan,  and  Leivins,  were  grofsly 
abufed  by  fome  of  the  members.  fUe  the  debate^  printed  for 
y.  Dchrett, 

who, 
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■arho,  for  interefied-  motives,  would  darken  or  obfcuro 
its  luftre. 

So  much  for  the  dangers  of  your  conftitution  2r> 
ftate  but  the  church  is  in  danger.  What  is  that  part 
of  the  fyftem  to  which  the  Proteilant  religion  is  under 
fuch  obligations  ? W hat  is  that  part  of  the  fyftem  with 
whofe  deftrudlion  the  deflrudHon  of  the  Protefiant  reli- 
gion is  fo  clofely  connedled  It  is  fimply  the  fyfeem  of 
converfion  ; but  is  it  a lyftem  of  converfion  from  con- 
viction ? ’ No  3 it  fhuts  every  avenue  leading  to  con- 
vidtion  3 it  clofes  every  door  by  which  a Catholic  could 
enter  the  Proteftant  church  3 they  have  been  barred  by 
thofe  rewards  and  punifliments  which  rnort-frghted  bi- 
gotry invented  for  the  purpofe  of  forcing  religious  opi- 
nions. By  this  fydem  you  have  expofed  the  Catholic 
who  is  willing  to-  follow  the  didlates  of  conviflion,  to 
the  execration  of  his  own  feet,  for  deferting  them,  be- 
caufe  he  appears  to  have  done  fo,  to  efcape  the  penalties 
annexed  to  adherence  3 and  you  have  expofed  iiini  to 
the  contempt  of  the  Proteftants,  whofe  tenets  yoi?  wiHi 
him  to  embrace,  by  making  him  appear  to  them,  as  a 
man  W'ho  had  fold  his  principles,  his  religion,  and  his 
God,  for  no  other  purpofe,  than  to  gain  the  immuni- 
ties you  hold  out  to  converfion.  Inliead  of  promoting 
your  religion,  you  have  called  forth  the  dread  of  exe- 
cration and  contempt,  to  fleel  the  Catholic  mind  againfl 
that  converfion  you  affect  to  promote,  and  to  attach 
him  to  that  religion  from  which  you  v/ifh  to  effrange 
him.  Thus  it  is  that  .narrow-minded  bigotry,  ever  de- 
feats its  owm  ends  by  the  means  it  employs  to  attain 
them.  You  have  not  its  heats  nor  its  paflicns  to  excufe 
you,  but  you  ha  /e  had  the  experience  of  its  example  to 
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'dire(5t:  you.  Ceafc,  then,  to  prefcrlbe  to  the  Almlglily 
the  extent  and  manner  of  the  adoration  he  fliall  receive ; 
ceafe  to  place  your  rewards  and  punilhments  in  -compe- 
tition with  his,  for  you  cannot  but  obferve,  how  tho- 
joughly  the  blafphemous  prefiimption  has  expofed  the 
impotency  of  the  attempt.  Afb  like  legiflators.  Leave 
.the  way  to  conviction  and  converfion  as  free  and  as 
open  the  fuperiority  of  the  tenets  of  your  religion 
appears  to  you  clear  and  indifputable.  Aft  like  men 
fcnfible  of  your  duty  to  your  Creator.  Prefume  not  to 
•meddle  with  opinions  he  has  not  given  you  faculties  to 
oinderttand,  and  which  require  his  omnifcience  to  con- 
troul.  Away  with  that  fyftem  which  exafts  the  facri- 
fice  of  the  civil  and  political  rights  of  the  people,  for 
the  ineffecTtual  purpofe  of  promoting  religion.  We  have 
tried  it  long  enough  in  this  unfortunate  country  to 
prove  its  inefEcacy,  It  has  had  free  fcope  amiongil  m 
•ever  fince  the  palling  the  law  againil  recufants  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  until  thefe  few  years  that  we  have 
begun  on  its  abolition  ; and  if  you  would  judge  fairly 
of  the  merits  of  the  fyftem,  and  of  its  abolition,  by 
•their  effefls,  I call  on  you  on  this'  night,  to  choofe  be- 
tween centuries  of  difunion,  'of  civil  wars,  and  of 
• v/retchednefs  unexampled  in  any  nation  on  the  globe, 
and  a fev/  years  rapid  progrefs  in  union,  in  civilization, 
and  in  the  induftry  of  the  people. 

But  I find  it  is  not  enough  to  have  combated 
-this  iaft  objection  in  its  owm  fhape ; it  is  not 
enough  that  I have  proved  to  you  that  you 
have  not  promoted  your  religion  by  this  fyftem  of 
perfecution  ; for,  in  oppofition  to  the  profeftions  and 
the  tolerant  principles  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  oppofe 
this  bill,  I do  aftert  that  every,  the  leaft  difability  on 

account 
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account  of  religious  opnions^  makes  part  of  the  Jyftem  of 
perjecution.  The  objedtion  makes  its  appearance  in 
another  fhape,  and  the  dangers  which  were  faid  to 
threaten  the  Proteftant  religion  from  Catholic  tmanci- 
pation,  have  been  made  by  an  Honourable  Gentleman, 
(Mr.  Pelham,’  to  re-appear  in  the  fliape  of  dangers 
which  he  fays  threaten  the  Proteflant  eflablifnmenc. 
He  has  confounded  the  eflablifhment  with  the  religion, 
and,  by  an  artful  tranfmigration,  he  has  made  the 
Proteflant  eflablifnment  to  (land  for  the  foul  ofthe  Pro- 
teftant religion ; and  after  we  have  defeated  the  objec- 
tion under  the  colours  of  the  one,  he  has  made  it  to 
rally,  Ant^us  like,  with  additional  ftrength,  under 
the  colours  of  the  other.  I fay  with  additional  ftrength, 
for  I am  aware  that  Proteftant  eftablifhment  is  a word 
of  that  myftic  meaning  in  this  Houfe,  that  thofe  who 
would  wifh  to  retain  it  in  ^hat  ftate  of  confecration  in 
which  it  has  been  placed  by  the  priefthood  in  the  days  ’ 
of  our  moft  inveterate  bigotry,  have  a confiderable 
advantage  over  m.e,  who  would  examine  its  meaning 
before  the  tribunal  of  reafon.  It  is  their  intereft  to 
confound  the  eftablifhment  with  your  religion,  in  or- 
der that  it  may  derive  all  the  fandlity  of  the  religion 
itfelf.  It  is  mine  to  feparate  them  j but  they  may 
as  well  attempt  to  confound  the  military  eftablifhment, 
by  which  the  officers  and  foldiers  are  paid,  with  the 
tadlics  and  manoeuvres  which  it  is  their  duty  to  learn. 

In  order  to  anfwer  this  laft  objedlion,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  prove,  either  that  the  Proteftant  eftablifh- 
ment would  undergo  no  alteration  from  tlie  emancipa- 
tion of  the  Catholic,  or  that  if  it  was  to  undergo  an 
alteration,  the  Proteftant  religion,  fo  far  from  being 
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injured,  would  be  highly  benefited  by  the  change.  And 
1 prefer  the  latter,  becaufe  I believe  in  my  foul,  that 
if  fome  very  material  alteration  be  not  fpeedily  made 
in  cur  religious  eflablifhments,  there  will  be  an  end 
not  only  to  all'  religion  amongft  us,  but  to  all  moral 
principle^  without  which  religion  is  a farce.  As  the 
legiflature  of  this  country  have  been  miftaken  in  their 
attempt  to  promote  religion,  by  their  lyflem  of  perfe- 
cution,  fo  alfo  have  they  been  utterly  mifcaken  in  the 
nature  and  efredls  of  religious  eflablifhments.  They 
have  confounded  the  intereft  of  the  clergy  with  the 
interefl  of  religion,  and  they  have  imagined  that,  in 
proportion  as  they  enriched  the  Protedant’s  clergy,  they 
were  promoting  the  Proteftant  religion ; and  that,  by 
dooming  the  Catholic  clergy  to  have  no  eftablifhment 
whatfoever,  they  were  configning  die  Catholic  religion 
to  eternal  oblivion. 

Was  I on  a fubjed  upon  v^hich  I could  expe6l 
any  (hare  of  candour,  I would  reft  the  whole  argu- 
ment on  the  fad.  I would  afk,  has  the  Protef- 
tant  religion  been  promoted,  in  proportion  as  the 
Proteftant  clergy  have  been  enriched  ? Have  the  num- 
bers of  the  Catholic  religion  diminifhed,  according  to 
the  views  of  the  legiflature,  who  doomed  their  clergy 
to  poverty,  and  to  have  no  eftablifhment  at  all  ? The 
ftate  of  the  population  of  the  two  feds  is  lufEciently 
well  known  to  prove  that  the  reverfe  is  the  fad  ; and 
if  you  will  examine  the  nature  of  thefe  eftablifhments, 
you  will  difeover  which  is  beft  adapted  for  the  purpole 
of  promoting  their  refpedive  religions.  From  that 
abfurd  notion  of  promoting  religion,  by  enriching  its 
clergy,  the  Proteftant  eftablifhment  has  made  men  of  for- 
tune of  its  clergy  j and  it  has  made  them,  to  live  with  men 
* • C of 
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of  fortune,  and  to  live  as  men  of  fortune ; it  has  in- 
induced  them  to  live  with  men  of  fafhion,  with  men  of 
pleafure,  and  with  men  of  the  world ; and  it  has  made 
them  to  live  as  men  of  fafnion,  as  men  of  pleafure, 
and  as  men  of  the  world ; it  has  thrown  them  entirely 
into  that  clafs  of  men,  whofe  education,  whofe  high 
fenfe  of  honour,  and  whofe  refpea  for  the  opinion  of 
an  obfervant  world,  renders  the  attendance  of  a mimf- 
ter  of  religion  almoft  unneceflary ; but  it  has  taken 
them  from  the  dull,  but  ufeful  rounds  of  parochial 
duties : it  has  eftranged  them  from  cultivating  a friendly 
and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  lover  claffes  of  the 
people,  whofe  want  of  education,  whofe  want  of  a fenfe 
of  honour,  and  whofe  ignorance  of  moral  obligation, 
makes  the  conftant  and  friendly  attendance  of  a minif- 
ter  of  religion,  indifpenfibly  neceffary  to  keep  them 
from  falling  into  irreligion;  to  keep  them  from  that 
vice  and  debauchery,  which,  unfupported  by  any  other 
fund  than  that  of  their  labour  and  their  induftry,  which 
it  muft  Ihortly  confume,  muft  make  them  bad  fubje&s 
under  any  government,  muft  lead  them  to  pilfering  and 
punifhment,  perhaps,  to  robbery  and  murder,  and  to 
a difgracefiil  death. 

By  this  eftablifhment  you  have  ralfed  excefhve 
hopes  of  preferment  in  the  minds  of  the  cler- 
gy, from  the  inequalities  it  has  left  in  the  pro- 
vifions  which  it  makes  for  them,  by  which  their  cha- 
ra6ters  have  been  fubjeded  to  the  imputation  of  cring- 
ing, and  fervility  to  the  difpenfers  of  preferment;  to  the 
meanly  facrificing  their  civil  and  political  rights  and 
opinions  upon  the  altar  of  an  earthly  fuperior,  by 
which  they  appear,  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  as  men 
either  difregarding,  or  diibelieving  that  leading  and  ef- 
fential  tenet  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  which  forbids 
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the  facrifice  of  their  duty  to  their  worldly  promotion. 
Injurious  as  thefe  defedls  in  this  eftablifliment,  for 
which  fuch  fears  are  entertained,  have  proved  to  your 
religion,  they  almoll  vanifli  when  I come  to  confider 
the  evils  which  arife  from  the  mode  of  payment  which 
it  allots  its  clergy.  1 (hall  not  dwell  on  how  de- 
ftrucdve  this  part  of  the  eftabiifhment  has  proved  to' 
the  agriculture  of  your  country,  the  mod:  important 
branch  of  indullry  in  which  your  people  can  be  em- 
ployed. I fhall  confine  myfelf  to  (late,  that  it  has 
fown  the  feeds  of  eternal  rancour,  animofity  and  litiga- 
tion, between  the  minifter  and  his  parifhioners  it 
has  allied  the  minifter  of  the  meek  and  charitable  reli- 
gion of  Chrilt,  with  the  very  dregs  of  the  earth;  it 
has  made  him  one  in  a company  with  valuators,  with 
proctors,  with  procefs  fervers,  and  with  civil  bill  at- 
tornies;  it  has  made  him  the  principal  fuitor  in  that 
hell  upon  earth,  the  civil  bill  court,  where  perjury  is 
all  prevalent ; it  has  converted  the  minifter  of  the  dif- 
interefted  religion  of  Chrifl,  into  a tithe  fettling  auc- 
tioneer, diftributing  his  liquors  in  order  to  intoxicate 
his  bidders,  that  they  may  vie  with  one  another  for 
the  purchafe  of  his  wares;  it  has  made  them  appear  the 
moil  avaricious,  and  the  greatefl;  perfecutors,  who,  by 
the  tenets  of  the  religion  it  is  their  duty  to  inculcate, 
fhould  be  the  mod:  difinterefted,  and  the  lead;  worldly  ; 
it  has  made  it  appear  to  the  world,  as  if  this  eftabiifh- 
ment was  inftituted  to  make  the  people  fenfible  of  their 
indigence,  by  a comparifon  with  the  wealth  of  their 
clergy ; to  make  them  fenfible  of  their  own  wants,  by 
a comparifon  with  the  abundance  in  the  hands  of  their 
clergy;  to  make  them  fenfible  how  miferably  their  hard 
labour  was  rewarded  by  a comparifon  with  the  indo- 
lence, but  immenfc  and  fuddea  fortunes  of  their 
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CLERGY ; it  has  made  it  appear  to  the  viorld,  as  if 
this  eftablifhment  v/as  inftituted  in  this  country,  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  provide  exorbitantly  for  the 
families  and  connedtions  of  the  political  jobbers,  and 
political  advocates  for  the  conftltiition  in  church  and 
ftate,  in  its  prefent  limitted  condition  ; and  it  has  made 
it  appear  to  the  world,  as  if  YOUR  PROTESTANT 
RELIGION  had  no  other  biifinefs  in  your  country, 
than  to  fupport  this  eftablilLment,  and  not  the  eilabiifh- 
mentTo  fupport  the  religion. 

T urn  your  eyes  to  that  eftabliiLment,  or  rather  no  efla- 
blifhment,  which  you  forced  on  the  Catholic  religion,  . 
with  a view  to  its  abolition  j you  have  not  enabled  its 
clergy  to  mock  the  fimplicity  of  the  Chriflian  religion  by 
the  fplendour  of  their  equipages,  by  the  magnificence  of 
their  palaces,  their  furniture,  or  their  fide  boards,  by  the 
mafiynefs  of  their  plate,  nor  by  the  voluptuoiifnefs  or  lux- 
ury of  their  tables ; you  have  not  tempted  them,  for  you 
have  not  enabled  them  to  defert  their  parifiics,  and  their 
religious  duties,  in  fearch  of pleafure  at  Bath,  at  London, 
in  your  capita],  at  the  water- drinking  places,  the  re- 
fort of  the  faflfionable  : No;  you  have  apportioned  their  ^ 
falaries  to  the  diicharge  of  their  duty,  and  you  have  called 
out  the  ilrongeft  incitements  in  man, — the  procuring  a 
fubfiflence,  and  the  hopes  of  bettering  their  condition,  to 
flimulate  them  to  the  moft  adlivedifcharge  of  their  duty. 

T am  not  an  advocate  for  either  eftablilhment ; for  I am 
as  averfe  to  that  eftablifhment,  which,  by  it's  enormity, 
fets  the  clergy  above  the  difeharge  of  their  religious  duty, 
as  I am  to  that  eftablifhment,  which,  by  obliging  the  cler- 
gy to  humour  the  weaknefs,  or  to  encourage  the  igno- 
rance of  his  parifhioners,  as  the  only  means  of  procuring 
a fubfiftence,  makes  it  an  office  beneath  a man  of  educa- 
tion. 
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tion.  But  I cannot  hut  chferve,  you  have  an  example  in 
your  country  of  an  eftahlijlrment,  by  which  a greater  num- 
ber than  thoje  cf  the  eftablified  religion  are  carefully  and 
diligently  inftrubted  in  their  religious  duties ^ by  a refident 
clergy  y of  the  pur  eft  morals  y the  mofi  decorous  manner  Sy  and 
cf  thegreatejl  learningy  between  whom  and  their  par  ifhiotiers 
the  greatefi  amity  and  afj'ebiion  Juhfift  j and  not  the  fifteenth 
pari  Jo  burdenfome  to  the  nation  as,  your  Protefiant  efia^ 
blifJrment. 

lam  aware,  that  in  the  eyes  of  weak  and  timid  men, 
who  fubferibe  to  the  dodlrine,  that  re'ormation  is  the 
parent  of  revolution,  I fhall  appear  as  one  who  lias 
entered  on  a delicate  fubjefl  with  too  much  freedom ; 
as  a dangerous  man,  as  a Jacobin,  as  one  that  would 
embrue  my  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  countrymen. — 
But  I will  appeal  from  fuch  contemptible  decifion  to  the 
founder  judgement  of  thofe,  who  fubferibe  to  the  fafer 
dodtrine,  that  abufes  are  the  parent  of  revolutiony  and 
that  a timely  and  radical  reform  of  thofe  ahufesy  as  well 
in  church  as  in  fiate,  are  the  only  fecurity  againfl  thofe  co7i- 
vulfionsy  which  fhake  fociety  to  its  foundation*  An  eye^ 
witnefs  to  the  horrors  of  a revolution  in  another  country 
I mujl  be  more  than  a monfier  to  wifh  to  fee  them  raging  in 
* my  own*  But  if  ever  there  was  a time  when  it  behoved 
men  in  public  ftations  to  be  explicity  if  ever  there  was  a 
time  when  thofe  f courges  of  the  human  racCy  called politi- 
ciansy  fljould  lay  afide  their  duplicity  and  their  fineffcy  it 
is  the  prefent-  moment.  Be  affuredy  the  people  of  this 
country  will  no  longer  beary  that  their  welfare  fhould  he 
made  the  fport  of  a few  family  fablions  j be  affuredy  they 
are  convinced  their  trueinterejl  conftjls  inputting  downmen 
of  Jelf-creationy  who  have  no  ohjebl  in  view  but  that  of 
aggrandizing  themfelves  and  their  families^  at  the  e^pence 
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cf  the  public  \ and  in  Jetting  up  men  who  Jhall  reprejeni 
the  nationyzvho  Jhall  he  accountable  to  the  nation^  and  who 
Jhall  do  the  bufinejs  of  the  nation.  And  if  I could  bring 
my  mhid  to  fujpebi  that  my  Catholic  countrymen^  after  they 
had  been  embodied  in  the  conjfitution  amidji  their  Protejiant 
and  Prejbyterian  fellow  citizensy  would  bafely  defert  the 
common  cauje  of  our  general  freedom,  by  enlifting  under 
the  banners  of  this  or  that  family  monopoliji,  IJhould  con- 
ceive  that,  in  having  been  the  advocate  for  their  emanci- 
pation, I had  been  the  advocate  for  their  dif grace.  But 
honour,  iniereji,  and  the  rifing  fpirit  of  the  nation,  forbid 
fuch  unworthy  JuJpicions, 

If  I was  to  judge  by  the  dead  filence  with  which  this 
is  received,  I fiiould  fufped  what  I have  faid  was  not 
very  palatable  to  fome  men  in  this  Houfe  ; but  I have 
not  ringed  connections  endeared  to  me  by  every  tie  of 
blood  and  friendfhip,  to  fupport  one  fet  of  men  in  pre- 
ference to  another  : I have  hazarded  too  much,  to  al- 
low the  breath  of  calumny  to  taint  the  objeCls  I have  had 
in  view,  from  the  part  I have  taken.  Immutable  prin- 
ciples, on  which  the  happinefs  and  liberty  of  my  caun- 
trymen  depend,  convey  to  my  mind  the  only  fubftantial 
boon  for  which  great  facrifices  fliould  be  made.  I might 
allay  the  fears  of  the  Protedant  monopoiius  for  what,  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  political  bigotry,  they  call  their  Protef- 
tant  afcendancy,  by  dating,  that  as  the  boroughs  con- 
tinue in  the  hands  of  Protedant  proprietors,  centuries 
mud  pafs  away  before  the  Catholics  can  participate,  in 
any  confide rable  portion,  of  the  political  power  of  their 
country.  But  I am  contending  for  the  purity  of  the 
conditution,  not  for  its  abufes.  I difclaim  contending 
for  Catholic  freedom,  in  the  hope,,  that  the  grant  may 
be  a dead  letter,  I difclaim  contending  for  Catholic 
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freedom,  in  the  hope,  that  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
my  country  may  continue  to  be  monopolifed,  in  the 
fame  manner  after  their  emancipation  as  they  were  be- 
fore. BUT  I HERE  AVOW  MYSELF  THE 
ZEALOUS  AND  EARNEST  ADVOCATE  FOR 
THE  MOST  UNQUALIFIED  EMANCIPA- 
TION OF  MY  CATHOLIC  COUNTRYMEN, 

IN  THE  HOPE,  AND  CONVICTION,  THAT 
THE  MONOPOLY  OF  THE  RIGHTS  AND 
LIBERTIES  OF  MY  COUNTRY,  WHICH  HAS 
HITHERTO  EFFECTUALLY  WITHSTOOD 
THE  EFFORTS  OF  A PART  OF  THE  PEO- 
PLE, MUST  YIELD  TO  THE  UNANIMOUS 
WILL,  TO  THE  DECIDED  INTEREST,  AND 
TO  TPIE  GENERAL  EFFORT  OF  A WHOLE 
UNITED  PEOPLE.  It  is  from  this  conviction,  aad 
it  is  for  that  tranfcendantly  important  object,  that 
(while  the  Noble  Lord  [Kingfborough]  and  the  Right 
Hon.  Secretary,  are  offering  to  rifk  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes in  fupport  of  a fyftem  that  militates  againfl  the 
liberty  of  my  countrymen)  I will  rifk  every  thing  dear  ^ 
to  me  on  earth.  It  is  for  this  great  objed  I have,  I 
fear,  more  than  rifked  connections  dearer  to  me  than 
life  itfelf.  But  he  muft  be  a fpiritlefs  man,  and  this  a 
fpiritlefs  nation,  not  to  refent  the  bafenefs  of  a Britilh 
minifter,  who  has  raifed  our  hopes  in  order  to  feduce 
a rival  to  fhare  with  him  the  difgrace  of  this  accurftd 
political  crufade,  and  blafts  them  after,  that  he  may 
degrade  a competitor  to  the  ftation  of  a dependant ; 
and,  that  he  may  deftroy  friendlhip  his  nature  never 
knew,  he  has  fported  with  the  feelings  of  a whole  na- 
tion ; raifing  the  cup  with  one  hand  to  the  parched 
lip  of  expectancy,  he  has  dafhed  it  to  the  earth  with 
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the  other,  in  all  the  wantonnefs  of  infult,  and  vvith 
all  the  aggravation  of  contempt.  Does  he  imagine, 
that  the  people  of  this  country,  after  he  has  tantalized 
them  with  the  cheering  hope  of  prefent  alleviation, 
and  of  future  profperity,  will  tamely  bare  to  be  forced 
to  a re-endurance  of  their  former  fufferings,  and  to  a 
re-appointment  of  their  former  fpoilers  ? Does  he,  from 
confidence  of  long  fuccefs  in  debauching  the  human 
mind,  exaftfrom  you,  calling  yourjehes  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  reje^  a bill,  zvhich 
has  received  the  unanimous  conjent  of  your  conjiituents  ? or 
does  he  mean  to  puzzle  the  verfatile  difpofition  of  this 
Houfe,  on  which  he  has  made  Jo  many  fuccejsful  experi- 
ments already,  by  diftradling  you  between  obedience  to  his 
imperious  mandates,  and  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  people 
youfiouldreprefent?  or  does  he  flatter  himfelf  that,  be- 
caufe  he  has  fucceeded  in  betraying  his  own  country, 
into  exchanging  that  peace,  by  which  flie  might  have 
retrieved' her  fhattered  finances,  for  a war,  in  which 
he  has  fquandered  twenty  times  a greater  treafure,  in 
the  courfe  of  two  years,  than  with  all  his  famed  oeco- 
nomy,  he  had  been  able  to  fave,  indie  courfe  of  ten; 
for  a war  in  which  the  prime  youth  of  the  world  have 
been  offered  up,  vidlims  to  his  ambition  and  his  fchemes, 
as  boundlefs  and  prefumptuous,  as  ill-concerted  and  ill- 
combined  ; for  a v/ar  in  which  the  plains  of  every  na- 
tion in  Europe  have  been  crimfoned  with  oceans  of 
blood ; for  a war  in  which  his  country  has  reaped 
nothing  but  difgrace,  and  which  mufl  ultimately  prove 
her  ruin  ? Does  he  flatter  himfelf,  that  he  will  be  ena- 
bled, Satan  like,  to  end  his  political  career  by  involving 
the  whole  empire  in  a civil  war,  from  which  nothing 
can  accrue,  but  a doleful  and  barren  conqueil  to  the 
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victor?  i tvuii  the  people  of  England  are. too  wife 
and  too  juft  to  attempt  to  force  meafures  upon  us 
they  v/ould  reject  with  difdain  themfelves  ^ I truft  they 
have  not  fo  foon  forgotten  the  leflbn  they  fo  recently' 
learnt  from  America,  which  fhould  ferve  as  a lafting 
example  to  nations,  againft  employing  force  to  fubdue 
the  fpirit  of  a people  DETERMINED  TO  BE 
FREE  ! But  if  they  inould  be  fo  weak,  or  fo  wicked,  as 
to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  feduced  by  a man,  to  whofe 
foul  duplicity  and  fineffe  is  as  congenial,  as  ingenu- 
oiifnefs  and  fair  dealing  is  a ftranger  j to  becom.e  the  in- 
ftruments  of  fupporting  A FEW  ODIOUS  PUBLIC 
CHARACTERS  IN  POWERAND  RAPACITY, 
AGAINST  THE  INTEREST  AND  AGAINST 
THE  SENSE  OF  A WHOLE  PEOPLE.  If  we  are 
to  he  dragooned  into  meafures  againft  our  will , by  a nation 
that  would  loje  her  laft  Ufe^  and  expend  her  laft  guinea^  in 
rejenting  a fimilar  injult^  if  offered  to  herfelf truft  in 
Gody  ftje  will  find  in  the  people  of  this  country  a fpirit  in 
710  vjife  inferior  to  her  own, 

Y^ou  are  at  this  moment  at  the  moft  av/ful  period  of 
your  lives the  Minifter  of  England  has  committed  you 
with  your  country,  and  on  this  night  your  ADOP- 
TION OR  REJECTION  OF  THIS  BILL, MUST 
DPdTERMINE  IN  THE  EYES  OF  THE  IRISH 
NATION,  WHICFI  YOU  REPRES_ENT,  THE 
MINISTER  OF  ENGLAND,  OR  THE  PEOPLE 
OF  IRELAND  ! And  although  you  are  convinced 
you  do  not  reprefent  the  people  of  Ireland  j although 
you  are  convinced,  every  man  of  you y that  you  are  felf- 
created,  it  does  not  alter  the  nature  of  the  conteft,  it  is 
ftill  a conteft  between  the  Minifter  of  England  and  the 
people  of  Ireland  i and  the  THE  WEAKNESS  OF 
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YOUR  TITLE  SHOULD  ONLY  MAKE  YOU 
THE  MORE  CIRCUMSPECT  IN  THE  EXER- 
CISE OF  YOUR  POWER.— Obey  the  Britifli  Minlf- 
ter  ; difregard  the  voice  of  the  people: — France  muft 
have  loft  her  fenfes  if  (he  hefitates  what  part  fhe  will 
take  i it  is  not  an  eighty-fourth  department  you  will  have 
moulded  to  her  wilhes  ; it  is  not  limply  a La  Vendee  you 
will  have  kindled  in  the  bofom  oi your  country.  For  if 
you  fnall  have  once  convinced  the  people  of  this  country 
that  you  are  TRAITORS  TO  THEM,  AND  HIRE- 
LINGS TO  THE  MINISTER  OF  AN  AVARI- 
CIOUS DOMINEERING  NATION,  under  the 
outward  appearance  of  a fifter  country.  If  youfhallhave 
convinced  the  people  of  this  country,  that  the  free  na- 
tional conjiltution  for  which  they  were  committed^  and  for 
which  they  rifked every  thing  dear  to  them  in  1782,  has  been 
defiroyed  by  the  bribery  of  a Britifh  Minifier^  and  the  un- 
exampled venality  of  an  Irijh  Parliament,  If  you  Jhall  have 
convinced  them  that,  inftead  of  rifing  and  falling  with  Eng- 
land^ they  are  never  to  rije^  but  when  Jhe  has  been  humbled 
by  adverfttyy  and  that  they  mujl  fall,  when  Jhe  becomes 
elated  by  profperity.  If  you  Jhall  have  convinced  the  people 
of  this  country,  that  injiead  oj  reciprocal  advantage, no  thing 
is  to  be  reaped  from  their  connection  with  England,  but 
Jupremacy  and  aggrandizement  on  one  fide,  and  a cofly  ve-. 
nality,  injury,  injult,  degradation,  and  poverty  on  the  others 
it  is  human  nature,  that  you  Jhall  hasue  driven  the  people- 
of  this  country  to  court  the  alliance  of  any  nation  able  and 
willing  to  break  the  chains  of  a bondage  not  more  galling 
to  their  feelings  than  RESTRICTIVE  OF  THEIR 
PROSPERITY^. 

The  gentlemen  at  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe 
have  attempted  to  influence  you  by  the  mention  of  Jack- 
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fon  1 fo  will  I. — Read  the  correfpondence  of  that  traitor 
with  your  enemy,  and  you  will  find  a volume  of  inftruc- 
tion  in  every  line  he  has  written. — If  the  people  of  this 
country  do  ejijoy  the  Conflitution  in  Church  and  flate, 
why  has  that  traitor  found  the  people  of  the  one  country, 
freer  from  that  opprefTion  which  goads  nations  into 
all  the  horrors  of  a revolution  ? — Why  has  he  found 
the  people  of  the  other  more  highly  fubli mated  to  his 
purpofe  ? Examine  the  whole  of  his  intelligence,  and 
you  will  find  the  weaknefs  of  your  country  in  the  con- 
duct you  have  purfued,  and  in  the  converfe  of  that  con- 
dudl  only  you  can  eflablifh  her  fbrength.  Do  not  de- 
pend on  the  bayonet  for  the  fupport  of  your  meafure; 
believe  me,  that  in  proportion  as  your  meafures  require 
force  to  fupport  them,  in  an  exad  proportion  are  they 
radically  and  mifchievoufly  bad.  Believe  me,  there  is 
more  flrength  in  the  affedtions  and  confidence  of  the 
people,  than  if  you  were  to  convert  every  fecond  houfe  in 
the  nation  into  barracks  for  your  foldiery.  And  when 
the  gentlemen  'Xuffe  and  Kingfborough)  whom  I have 
heard  this  night  tell  you,  that  to  adl  in  contempt  of  the 
public  opinion,  is  fpirit  and  firmnefs  j and  that  to  adl  with 
a decent  refpedl  for  that  opinion,  is  timidity  and  cow- 
ardices— they  make  the  charadler  of  the  legiflator  to 
merge  into  the  charadter  of  the  due  Heft ; and  they  fet 
you  upon  fplitting  points  of  honour  with  your  conftituents. 
Is  it  not  enough  that  you  live  in  the  age  and  in  themidft 
of  the  horrors  of  revolutions,  to  deter  you  from  adling 
in  contempt  of  the  public  opinion  ? Have  you  not  had 
examples  enough  to  convince  you,  that  men  in  throwing 
off  the  ruftet  frock  for  the  uniform  of  the  foldier,  do  not 
at  all  times  throw  away  the  ties  of  kindred  and  of  blood  ? 
Have  you  not  had  examples  enough  to  convince  you, 
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that  even  foldiers  cannot  at  all  times  be  brought  to  flied 
the  blood  of  their  parents,  their  kindred,  and  their 
friends  ? And  have  you  not  had  a great  and  memorable  ex- 
ample to  convince  yoUy  that  the  Joldiers  of  an  odious  go- 
vernment may  become  the  Joldiers  of  the  nation  ? — If  thefe 
are  plain  truths,  this  is  the  time  to  tell  them. — If  I fpeak 
daggers  to  you,  it  is  that  neither  you  nor  my  countiy 
may  ever  feel  them. But  if  you  wish  to  be  de- 

ceived, HEARKEN  TO  THOSE  MEN  WHO  ARE  INTE- 
RESTED IN  RISKING  EVERY  THING,  THAT  THEY  MAY 
CONTINUE  TO  MONOPOLIZE  THE  WHOLE  POLITICAL 

POWER  OF  YOUR  COUNTRY. HEARKEN  TO  THOSE 

MEN  WHO  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  RISKING  EVERY  » 
THING,  THAT  THEY  MAY  CONTINUE  TO  DRAW  THEIR 
BETTER  INHERITANCE  FROM  THE  SALE  OF  THE  WEL- 
FARE OF  YOUR  COUNTRY; — but  let  me  caution  you, 
whofe  property  is  too  confiderable  to  be  hazarded  in  the 
bafe  purfuit  after  the  rights  and  property  of  your  en- 
flaved  and  impoverifhed  countrymen,  to  take  care  what 
part  you  adl  on  this  night ; let  me  caution  you,  that  the 
decifion  of  this  night,  goes  much  further  than  even  the 
important  bill  under  your  confideration.  You,  none  of 
you,  can  be  ignorant  that  the  Britlfh  Minifter  has  de- 
figns  in  procraflinating  this  queftion,  to  procure  advan- 
tages for  his  own  country,  at  the  expence  of  your’s, 
^greater  than  fhe  was  capable  of  receiving  since  the 
Revolution,  AT  least  since  the  Union.”  And  fo 
flrongly  imprefied  is  this  on  the  public  mind,  that  you 
who  fhall  on  this  night  vote  for  the  rejedlion  of  this  bill, 
will  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the  Irilh  nation,  not  only  aS 
men  voting  in  obedience  to  the  Britilh  minifter,  againft 

Sec  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  Letter,  printed  for  Debrctt. 
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the  voice  of  the  people,  but  as  men  voting  for  an 
UNION  WITH  ENGLAND,  by  which  this  coun- 
try is  to  be  everlaftingly  reduced  to  the  (late  of an  abjedl 

province. Fortunately,  the  views  of  the  Bridfh  mi- 

niflier  have  been  detedted;  fortunately  the  people  of  this' 
country  fee  him  in  his  true  colours ; like  the  defperate 
■gamefler,  who  has  loft  his  all,  in  the  wildeft  fchemes  of 
aggrandizement,  he  looks  round  for  fome  dupe  to  fup- 
ply  him  with  the  further  means  of  future  projedts;  and 
in  the  crafty  fubtlenefs  of  his  foul,  he  fondly  imagines, 
he  has  found  that  eafy  dupe  in  the  credulity  of  the  Irifh 
nation.  After  he  has  exhaufted  his  own  country  in  a 
crufade  againft  that  phantom,  political  opinion,  he  flat- 
ters himfelf,  he  will  be  enabled  to  refufeitate  he  rat  the 
expence  of  yours. 

As  you  value  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  your  country; 
as  you  value  the  rights  and  liberties-  of  the  foil  that  has 
given  you  birth  ; and  if  you  are  not  loft  to  every  fenfe 
of  feeling  for  your  own  confequence  and  importance  as 
men,  I call  on  you  this  night  to  make  youi-  ftand.  I 
call  on  you  to  rally  round  the  independence  of  your 
country,  whofe  exiftence  has  been  fo  artfully  aflailed. 
Believe  me,  the  Eritifh  Minifter  will  leave  you  in  the 
, lurch,  when  he  fees  that  the  people  of  this  nation  ar^ 
TOO  MUCH  IN  EARNEST  to  be  tricked  our  of 
their  rights,  or  the  independence  of  their  country  ; after 
he  fees  that  they  have  been  fufficiently  alarmed  at  feeing 
the  fame  men  who  uniformly  oppofed  the  indepen- 
dence of  their  country,  when  it  was  a queftion  in  this 
Houfe  in  eighty-two,  recalled  into  power  when  that  In- 
dependence was  to  be  attacked  in  ninety- five,  when  he 
has  gained  his  ends  of  you,  and  when  he  had  made  you 
th^  inftruments  by  which  he  lhall  have  fo  divided  and  ^ 
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difgraced  the  oppofition  of  England,  as  to  render  it  im- 
pofTible  to  form  an  efficient  government  out  of  his  op- 
ponents, he  will  make  his  peace  with  this  country,  by 
conceding  this  meafure,  leaving  you  fixed  figures  for 

the  hand  of  fcorn  to  point  its  flow  and  moving  finger 

at/’ — Gracious  God  ! that  you  fhould  fall  into  that 
very  error,  which  has  fo  recently  overwhelmed  a great 
nation  in  fuch  unheard-of  calamities!  Will  you  not 
take  warning  from  the  fate,  of  the  government  of  France, 
which  by  not  adapting  its  condudl  to  the  changes  of  the 
public  mind,  has  brought  ruin  on  itfelf^  and  devaftation 
on  its  country  ? 

W^hat  a difplay  of  legiflation  have  we  had  on  this 
night  ? artificers  who  neither  know  the  foundation  on 
which  they  \vork,  the  inftruments  they  ought  to  ufe, 
nor  the  materials  required  ! Is  it  on  the  narrow  balls  of 
monopoly  and  exclufion  you  would  eredl  a temple  to 
the  growing  liberty  of  your  country  ? Is  it  by  foreign 
troops  you  would  lead  the  ardent  fpirit  of  your  coun- 
trymen ? Is  it  in  the  fully  records  of  barbarous  ages  you 
would  feek  for  that  exiflent  mind  to  which  you  ffiould 
adapt  your  laws  ? If  you  will  legiflate  , know,  that  on 
the  broad  bafis  of  immutable  juflice  only,  you  can  raife 
a lafling,  beauteous  temple  to  the  liberty  of  your  ifland ; 
whofe  ample  bafe  fhall  lodge,  and  whofe  roof  Ihall  fhel- 
ter  her  united  family  from  the  rankling  inclemency  of 
reje6lion  and  exclufion.  Know,  that  reafon  is  that 
hlken  thread  by  which  the  lawgiver  leads  his  people ; 
and,  above  all,  know,  that  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
temper  of  the  public  mind,  confifls  the  fkill  and  the 
wifdom  of  the  legiflator. 

Do  not  imagine  that  the  minds  of  your  countrymen 
have  been  ftationary,  while  that  of  all  Europe  has  been 

rapidly 
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rapidly  progreflive ; for  you  muft  be  blind  not  to  per- 
ceive, that  the  whole  European  mind  has  undergone  a 
revolution,  neither  confined  to  this  nor  to  that  coun- 
try, but  as  general  as  the  great  caufes  which  have  given 
it  birth,  and  ftill  continue  to  feed  its  growth.  In  vain 
do  thefe  men,  who  fubfift  but  on  the  abufes  of  the 
government  under  which  they  live,  flatter  themfclves, 
that  what  we  have  feen  thefe  lafl;  fix  years,  is  but  the 
fever  of  the  moment,  v^hich  will  pafs  away  as  foon  as 
the  patient  has  been  let  blood  enough.  As  well  may 
they  attempt  to  alter  the  courfe  of  nature,  without  al- 
tering her  laws.  If  they  would  effed  a counter  revolu- 
tion in  the  European  mind,  they  mufl  deflroy  com- 
merce and  its  effedts ; they  mull  abolifh  every  trace  of 
the  mariner’s  compafs ; they  mufl  confign  every  book 
to  the  flames  ; they  mufl  obliterate  every  veflige  of  the 
invention  of  the  prefs  they  raufl  deflroy  the  conduit  of 
intelligence,  by  deftroying  the  infeitution  of  the  pofl- 
office ; then,  and  not  till  then,  they  and  their  abufes 
may  live  on,  in  all  the  fecurity  which  ignorance,  fu- 
perftition,  and  want  of  concert  in  the  people  can  bellow. 
But  while  I would  overwhelm  with  defpair  thofe  men 
who  have  been  nurfed  in  the  lap  of  venality  and  profti- 
tution ; who  have  been  educated  in  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule of  a love  for  their  country ; and  who  have  grown 
grey  in  fcofling  at  every  thing  like  public  fpirit,  let  me 
congratulate  every  true  friend  to  mankind,  that,  that 
commerce^,  which  has  begat  fo  much  independence,  will 
continue  to  beget  more  ^ and  let  me  congratulate  every 
friend  to  the  human  fpecies,  that  the  fre/sy  which  has 
fent  fuch  a mafs  of  information  into  the  world,  will 
continue,  with  accelerated  rapidity,  to  pour  forth  its 
treafures  fo  beneficial  to  mankind.  It  is  to  thefe  great 
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caufes  we  are  indebted,  THAT  THE  COMBINA- 
TION OF  PRIESTS  AND  DESPOTS,  which  fo 
long  tyrannized  over  the  civil  and  political  liberty  of 
Europe,  HAS  BEEN  DISSOLVED ; it  is  to  thefe 
great  caufes  we  are  indebted,  that  no  prieR,  be  his  reli- 
gion what  it  may,  dare  preach  the  dodtrine,  and  that 
no  man  believes  the  dodtrine  which  inculcates  the  ne- 
cefllty  of  facrificing  every  right  and  every  bleRing  this 
world  can  afford,  as  the  only  means  of  obtaining  eternal 
happinefs'in  the  life  to  come.  This  was  the  dodlrinc 
by  which  the  defpotifm  of  Europe  was  fo  long  fupported  ; 
this  was  the  dodtrine  by  which  the  political  Popery  ^of 
Europe  was  fupported  j but  the  dodtrine  and  the  defpo- 
tifm  may  now  fleep  in  the  fame  grave,  until  the  trum- 
pet of  ignorance,  fuperRition,  and  bigotry,  fhall  found 
their  refurredtion  ! Thanks  be  to  God,  the  European 
mind  demands  more  fubRantial  food  than  the  airy  no- 
thing of  metaphyficai  belief.  Thanks  be  to  God,  the 
abfurdity  of  one  fet  of  men  fiaming  opinions  for  other 
‘men  to  believe,  upon  a fubjedt  which 'neither  have 
faculties  to  UNDERSTAND,  has  been  exploded  j and  that 
every  heart  and  every  mind  is  anxiouQy  engaged  in  per- 
fedling  a civil  and  political  code,  which,  as  it  is  within 
the  fcope,  fo  it  is  the.moR  important  concern  of  every 
nation  on  the  globe.  And  fo  far  from  believing  they 
would  earn  Heaven  by  a bafe  derelidtion  of  their  rights, 
they  are  firmly  convinced,  that  in  promoting  the  true, 
civil,  and  political  rights  of  man,  they  are  advancing 
human  fociety  to  that  Rate  of  perfection,  it  was  the  de- 
fign  of  the  Creator  it  ihould  attain  s convinced  that  the 
CAUSE  OF  FREEDOM  IS  THE  CAUSE  OF 
GOD. 


FINIS. 


